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Worship: Practical Pointers or Perspectives 


The primary purpose in the lives of God’s people is to worship God. John 
4:24 states this most emphatically: “God is a Spirit and they that worship Him 
shall worship Him in spirit and in truth.” In fact, John 4:23 reveals that “the Father 
seeks such to worship Him.” It is a divine directive not an optional consideration. 

But what does this mean? How is this to be done? How is worship to be 
understood? Are there any practical pointers or perspectives on worship which 
may help us engage in genuine, authentic worship? 

The purpose of this writing is to address and/or respond to such inquiries or 
questions of concern. Rather than being set forth in a typical sentence and para- 
graph format, the following eight insights or suggestions are arranged in a more 
structured setting. This is done for ease of comprehension, visual clarity, and an 
attempt to provide a more holistic, well-rounded, balanced look at worship. 

In short, this paper offers suggestions with regard to (1) the importance of 
worship; (2) the nature of worship; (3) prayer in worship; (4) scripture reading in 
worship; (5) preaching in worship; (6) music in worship; (7) family worship; and 
(8) determinants behind worship. 


The Importance of Worship 





It is important because God Himself is important. 

It brings a sense of oneness with God. 

It gives meaning and purpose to life. 

It affords time for attitude adjustments. 

It strengthens our witness. 

It makes us aware of our need/s and limitation/s. 

It brings joy — to God and ourselves in connection with other believers. 

He who does not enjoy worship has simply never worshipped. 

It renews a desire for service. 

It affords assurance and reassurance. 

10. In our attempts to make Christianity popular and attractive, we may 
wind up making worship more pleasant without eliciting any 
depth of sincerity in the actual worshipful encounter with God. 

11. Worship consists of purposely praising God rather than being personally 
inspired. 

12. The forms or styles we use in worship should not be viewed as more 
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important than the substance of worship: God Himself. 
Worship must be delivered from show-business. 
Worship may not “happen” without adequate preparation. 


The Nature of Worship 


Our belief/s in and about God will determine our worship. 

It ascribes ultimate worth and value to God. 

The Hebrew word (shahah) for worship means “to bow down, to prostrate 
oneself in submission.” 

The Greek word (proskuneo) for worship means “to kiss towards.” 

It is offering to, appreciation of, communion with God Who not only 
hears but also speaks. 

It is both personal and collective. 

It is sincere. 

It is free and spontaneous. 

It is expressed in life. 

If the basics of worship (praise, confession, prayer, scripture reading, 
etc.) are minimized, it may be due to irrelevant announcements, 
excessively long sermons, and “decorative music” (Turner) which 
turns a worship service into meaningless commotion. 


Prayer in Worship 


Elements of: adoration, thanksgiving, petition, intercession, confession, 
and dedication. 

Public prayers in worship consist of talking to God for the people. 

Public prayers should not be used as an occasion to make announcements. 

Public prayers should not be used as an occasion to preach. 

Public prayers may consist of scripture. 

Public prayers should be fresh. 

Public prayers should be brief. 

Public prayers should be concrete or specific. 

Public prayers should be viewed as examples worthy to be adopted. 
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Scripture Reading in Worship 


We should study the scripture as to proper pronounciation before 
reading it. 

We should read scripture as a servant of God. 

We should have good eye contact with the people who hear the 
scripture we are reading. 

Read scripture which enhances our awareness of God’s presence. 

We may need to clarify or note the type of literature we are reading: 
psalms, law, proverbs, parables, etc. 

We may use scripture as calls to worship. 

We may use scripture in offertory prayers. 

Responsive readings in the back of hymnals (or printed copies) may 
fit certain topics or themes in the worship service. 

The best type of scripture reading is that which sounds like conversation. 


Preaching in Worship 


The sermon should be God-centered as an act of worship. 

The sermon should be offered to God with the congregation as observers. 

If a preacher is to speak for God, he must go where God has spoken. 

The sermon should be delivered in a spirit of prayer. 

The sermon should not be viewed as the “main event” but a “first” among 
equals. 

To see the sermon as an act of worship will bring new dignity to the pulpit. 

To see the sermon as an act of worship will add in maturation. 

The sermon is not an end in itself. 

The attitude and outlook of the congregation about the sermon may need 
adjustments or modifications. 

Sermons may “plow so deeply into human self-complacency as to arouse 
a deep sense of contrition . .. make God so real and inescapable as 
to sow the seeds of personal devotion . . . to arouse a will to nobler 
action of fruitful service in the kingdom of God” (Palmer). 


Music in Worship 


The first reference to music is Gen. 4:21. 
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Psalms may be the most significant book in the Bible for music in worship. 
Music was used in (1) the birth of Christ (Lk. 1:28f [annunciation]); (2) the 
magnificat (Lk. 1:46-55); (3) the benedictus (Lk. 1:68-79); (4) the 
gloria in excelsis (Lk. 2:14); (5) the song of Simeon (Lk. 2:29-32); 
(6) the last supper (Mt. 26:30); (7) imprisonment (Acts 16:25); 
(8) Eph. 5:18-19; (9) Col. 3:16. 
Music should meet the needs of people, so, include cultural factors. 
Music may be related to the theme of the message or type of service. 
Opening music should be majestic and joyful. 
Consider sitting down on more meditative type music. 
Consider simply reading the lyrics to hymns without singing. 
Music at invitations should match the theme of the sermon. 
Music should not be viewed as a stop-gap or preliminary part of worship. 
Music may be found to express every emotion in the Christian life. 
If the congregation prefers Gaither music, it may be a mistake to use 
a Bach anthem or Mozart’s symphony (Turner). 


Family Worship 


The family may worship as a unit. 

Make the family more available as a unit to God’s leadership. 

The various family members may lead in public prayers. 

Have family hymn sings. 

This is important for Christian growth. 

It builds unity in the family and church. 

It makes special occasions (Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving) more 
meaningful. 

It develops worship-responses and leadership skills in children. 

It builds strength in times of crises. 


Determinants Behind Worship 





The motives for worship determine its acceptance by God. 

To view worship as a mere duty will not bring the fullness of joy 
which genuine worship creates. 

Beware lest we go to a worship service with the same attitude 
that we go to a concert, ballgame, or theater where we 


applaud if we like the performance and criticize if we do not. 

The sense of meaningfulness in worship lies in one’s purpose and 
fulfillment. 

The reality of guilt in our lives seeks forgiveness in worship where 
one’s soul is laid bare before God. It molds us collectively. 

Worship affords a time for togetherness or belongingness in appre- 
ciation of others who are also made in the image of God and 
with whom we together serve God. 

Worship must spring from love for God. 

We should not enter worship services chiefly with the motive or 
primary purpose to obtain something from God. 

“Worship is the supreme and only indispensable activity of the 
Christian Church. It alone will endure, like the love of God 
which it expresses, into heaven, when all other activities of the 
Church will have passed away” (Nicholls). 


